[image: ]3433 Broadway St. NE, Suite 187
Minneapolis MN 55413
612-362-1875 •  www.mnmed.org/MMA-Foundation


Request for Proposals
Friedman-Bowen Primary Care Scholarship Fund Grants

The Friedman-Bowen Primary Care Scholarship Fund was created to spark interest in primary care as a career and to encourage medical students to develop practical, student-initiated projects that strengthen primary care delivery—particularly for underserved or vulnerable populations in Minnesota.

The Fund prioritizes projects that are feasible, community-engaged, and aligned with a student’s long-term commitment to primary care.

These guidelines are intended to help applicants prepare a proposal. Applicants should use the Friedman-Bowen Primary Care Scholarship Fund proposal application form available on the Minnesota Medical Association Foundation’s website.

The Friedman-Bowen Primary Care Scholarships are open on a rolling basis.

Eligible Projects 
The Friedman-Bowen Primary Care Scholarship Fund supports projects that improve the knowledge or practice of primary care and are designed and initiated by medical students who intend to pursue a career in primary care.

Practice-Focused Projects
· Projects that directly improve the delivery, access, quality, or understanding of primary care, such as:
· Improving access to primary care for underserved populations
· Increasing vaccination or screening rates
· Enhancing care coordination or clinical workflows
· Developing patient- or provider-focused education tools relevant to primary care
Scholarly or Research-Related Projects
· Projects that support rigorous inquiry related to primary care, such as:
· Statistical or methodological support for a student-designed research project
· Data analysis or evaluation activities tied to a primary care intervention
Ineligible Projects (Examples)
· Tuition, mandatory fees, or living expenses
· Projects not initiated or designed by the student
· Activities unrelated to primary care practice or workforce development

Applicant Eligibility
Friedman-Bowen Primary Care Scholarship Fund grants are available to students in good academic standing who:
1. are currently enrolled on a full-time basis in medical school at the Mayo Clinic Alix School of Medicine or the University of Minnesota School of Medicine (Duluth, St. Cloud, or Twin Cities campuses); and
2. intend to pursue a career in primary care.

Eligible candidates may apply during any year of their medical education.

Review Process and Selection Criteria
The Minnesota Medical Association Foundation’s Scholarship and Grant Selection Committee reviews all applications and recommends grant awards.

Applications are evaluated using the following criteria:
· Student Leadership and Initiative
· The proposed project is designed and initiated by the applicant or student team.
· Impact on Primary Care and Communities
· The project contributes meaningfully to improving access to care or addressing the educational or healthcare needs of underserved or vulnerable populations.
· Learning and Professional Development
· The project enhances the student’s understanding of longitudinal, continuity-based primary care.
· Feasibility and Rigor
· The project is feasible and likely to be completed within the project period.
· The project demonstrates appropriate methodological rigor.

Application Limits 
Students may submit one proposal per per year.  Each proposal should be limited to a single project.  

Funding Available   
Approximately $15,000 is available annually through the Friedman-Bowen Primary Care Scholarship Fund. 

Grant Size 
Grant awards will range in size. The maximum grant award per project per year is $2,000. 

Geographic Focus   
Funded projects must take place in Minnesota or bring benefit to the people of Minnesota.

Project Period and Reporting Requirements
Projects may be funded for up to one year. Grant recipients are required to submit a brief final report within one month of project completion. The final report is designed to be concise and non-onerous while supporting fiscal accountability, learning, and impact assessment.

The final report will include the following components:
· Financial Summary 
(Using a simple budget-to-actual format provided by the Foundation). 
· A brief explanation of any significant variances
· Identification of any unspent funds, which must be returned to the Foundation in accordance with the grant agreement
· A signed certification that funds were used in accordance with the approved project and grant terms
· Receipts or detailed financial documentation are not required unless specifically requested.

· Project Snapshot 
(Using a short project snapshot form provided by the Foundation) 
· A brief description of the project and its purpose
· A summary of activities completed and outputs achieved
· Basic information about reach or engagement (e.g., patients, learners, or community members involved), where applicable
· A short reflection on how the project contributed to the student’s understanding of primary care, continuity of care, or care for underserved or vulnerable populations
· One optional photograph that illustrates the project in action. (to be used by the Foundation for reporting, storytelling, and other communications, with appropriate attribution)

Templates and guiding prompts will be provided to streamline reporting.

[bookmark: _Hlk512340650]Budget Guidance 
Applicants are encouraged to think practically and realistically about the cost of their proposal. The total grant award will not exceed $2,000, regardless of the proposed budget.

Budgets should be reasonable, well-justified, and aligned with the scope of the project. Modest projects with clearly articulated outcomes are encouraged.

Allowable budget categories may include:
· Personnel
· Materials and supplies
· Equipment
· Consulting fees

Unspent Funds
If a funded project does not progress or if grant funds remain unspent at the end of the project period, unspent funds must be returned to the Foundation. Grant recipients will be required to sign a grant agreement outlining the terms related to unspent funds prior to receiving an award.

Application Submission Instructions 
Completed proposals should be submitted as a single PDF file by email to Kristen Gloege at kgloege@mnmed.org.

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis and reviewed quarterly, or as funding allows. Applicants can expect to receive notification of funding decisions within approximately 6–8 weeks of submission. 

Applicants are encouraged to contact the MMA Foundation to discuss projects and funding availability in advance of applying

Applicants will receive an emailed confirmation of receipt. If confirmation is not received within three business days, please follow up to ensure your application was received.

Grant award announcements will be made by email. Funds will be released after the grantee signs and returns a completed grant agreement.

Application Requirements
A complete application must include:
· A signed certification page
· A completed proposal application form, including a project budget
· One letter of recommendation, preferably from a school official who can speak to the applicant’s achievements (including scholarship, leadership, or volunteerism) and potential for future success

Proposals must be double-spaced, use 1-inch margins, be in 12-point font, and not exceed four (4) pages. Use of the Foundation’s application form is encouraged; however, all questions included in the form must be addressed.

Questions
If you have questions about the Friedman-Bowen Primary Care Scholarship Fund, please e-mail Kristen Gloege, MMA Foundation CEO, at kgloege@mnmed.org
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